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American Government Required Semester Project
Part 2 -Implementation of the Bill Against Disinformation
On January 1 2021, the Disinformation bill will be officially implemented. During the transition period, the stakeholders in the press and information industry will be taken through the necessities and the penalties that come with not following the law. The new digital platforms and improved has greatly resulted in a journalism and press flux through new and innovative journalistic practices. On the other hand, however, disinformation and fake news have also been accelerated driven by foreign sources, citizen journalism and many radio and cable news. Disinformation and fake news is especially problematic for democratic systems.  Disinformation Bill will be preventing and banning deliberate false and misleading information from being spread. There are numerous concerns regarding the viral dissemination of disinformation. As a democratic country, disinformation has been a tool to obscure truths and hence influence public opinion. Fake news is a potential national security threat especially in the event that external parties aim to influence the opinions and thoughts of the citizens of a particular country.
This bill stands to benefit the citizens most. With increased ‘fake news’ there has been a huge decline in the trust given to traditional journalism. According to Gallup Poll, most Americans question the accuracy of news. The effectiveness of this bill will allow citizens to trust in the news disseminated and effectively minimize confusion.
The steps towards ensuring that the bill is implemented include, including a fact checker for all information that goes out. This will also come with penalties for false information. On the other hand, sensitive information should be controlled, the implementing agency should insist on the use of credible sources. 
This bill will be put into action through the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Press both digital and print, social media and the internet are among the number one disseminators of disinformation. The Federal Communications Commission is best placed to implement this bill. With their main role being to regulate interstate and international communications, this agency has the reach and the ability to effectively oversee the implementation of the Disinformation Bill.
The main exception to this bill will be skirting the divide between giving the press a right of expression while at the same time maintaining accuracy in the information going out. This bill has to be enforced in any way that does not affect or constrain the press’s or citizen’s freedom of expression.
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